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SUBJECT: SHIPPING AGREEMENT BETWEEN NETHERLANDS AND 
PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

REF: LONDON 2584 (NOTAL) 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE NETHERLANDS COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR 
HERE, THE LEADER OF A DUTCH SHIPPING DELEGATION WHICH 
VISITED PEKING EARLIER THIS MONTH AND HIS PRC COUNTERPART 
INITIALED DUTCH AND CHINESE TEXTS OF A SHIPPING AGREEMENT. 
THE TWO SIDES WILL FORMALLY SIGN THIS ACCORD IN A FEW WEEKS, 
PROBABLY AT THE AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL, IN PEKING OR THE HAGUE. 
AFTER FORMAL SIGNING THE AGREEMENT WILL HAVE TO BE 
RATIFIED BY THE DUTCH PARLIAMENT BEFORE IT CAN BE PUT 

INTO EFFECT THROUGH AN EXCHANGE OF LETTERS WITH THE 
CHINESE. 
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2. THE COUNSELOR HAS PROVIDED TO USLO A COPY OF THE 
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ENGLISH VERSION OF THE AGREEMENT (WHICH WAS USED AS A 
WORKING TEXT BY THE TWO SIDES IN PREPARING FINAL DRAFTS 
IN THE DUTCH AND CHINESE LANGUAGES.) WE WILL POUCH 
COPIES TO DEPARTMENT. THE HAGUE, AND HONG KONG. 

BUSH 
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